History of Charitable Bingo in Texas

Calendar Year 1980
· November 1980, Texas voters approve a Constitutional Amendment authorizing Charitable Bingo.
· Constitutional Amendment requires bingo to be authorized on a local option basis.
· Proceeds must be spent in Texas for charitable purposes.
Calendar Year 1981
· August 14, 1981, the Bingo Enabling Act was approved by the Texas Legislature and it became effective November 10, 1981.
· November 10, 1981, the Bingo Enabling Act becomes effective.

Calendar Year 1982
· Spring 1982, the first bingo licenses are issued.  Bingo is a division at the Comptroller of Public Accounts.
Calendar Year 1983
· September 1, 1983, amendments the Bingo Enabling Act are adopted by the Texas Legislature with the passage of SB 741.  Those amendments included:
· The requirement that organizations conducting Charitable Bingo and leasing facilities to other charitable organizations also be licensed as a commercial lessor;
· A graduated license fee schedule ranging from $100 to $2,500 a year;
· The establishment of a separate “Bingo” checking account to be used by licensed organizations;
· The required licensing of bingo equipment and supply manufacturers and distributors.
· September 1, 1983, first comprehensive set of administrative rules dealing with bingo takes effect.
Calendar Year 1984
· 1984, Instant Bingo (pull-tabs) authorized by rule.
Calendar Year 1985
· January 1, 1985, the reporting period for bingo gross receipts tax administratively changed from monthly to quarterly by the Comptroller's Office.
· May 31, 1985, rules setting forth the minimum charitable distribution that each licensed organization had to make each quarter adopted by the Comptroller's Office.
Calendar Year 1986
· 1985-1986, rules restricting the involvement by commercial lessors in the operation of licensed organizations bingo games conducted at the lessors hall adopted by the Comptroller's Office.
Calendar Year 1987
· September 1, 1987, amendments to the Bingo Enabling Act adopted by the Texas Legislature with the passage of HB1043.  Those amendments included:
· The addition of a 2% state gross receipts tax (in addition to a local option 2% gross receipts tax already included in the Bingo Enabling Act);
· A separate $1,500 prize limit for instant bingo (pull-tabs);
· The prohibition of door prizes, the advertising of prize amounts and placing of ads by anyone other than a licensed authorized organization.
Calendar Year 1989
· June 10, 1989, the following amendments to the Bingo Enabling Act were adopted by the Texas Legislature with the passage of HB 2260.
· Set limits on new commercial lessors.  Existing commercial lessors were grandfathered into the law and allowed to lease to the same number of organizations they were leasing to before the change in law.
· Set limits on the amount of rent a lessor could charge.
· Restricted movement from one hall to another by a grandfathered lessor.
Calendar Year 1990
· January 1, 1990, the regulation and administration of Charitable Bingo is transferred from the Comptroller's Office to the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC).  Also:
· The minimum charitable distribution requirement is included in the Bingo Enabling Act itself.
Calendar Year 1991
· September 1, 1991, a special session of the Texas Legislature made the following changes to the Bingo Enabling Act with the passage of HB 11:
· The state gross receipts tax was increased from 2% to 5%.
· Created a 3% “prize fee” to be collected from prize winners.
· Initiated a 3% gross rental tax to be collected from commercial lessors.
Calendar Year 1992
· March 1, 1992, the TABC administratively changed the tax reporting period from quarterly to monthly.  Organizations were given a $15,000 exemption per reporting period; the increase in reporting periods gave an increased exemption.
· October 1992, the tax-reporting period is increased to semi-monthly.
Calendar Year 1993
· May 11, 1993, the 73rd Texas Legislature passes H.B. 1587, creating the Texas Lottery Commission.
· September 1, 1993, H.B. 1587 takes effect creating the Texas Lottery Commission.
· September 1, 1993, amendments to the Bingo Enabling Act are adopted by the Texas Legislature with the passage of HB 2771.  Those amendments include:
· The transfer of Charitable Bingo from the TABC to the Texas Lottery Commission (TLC) by April 1, 1994.
· The repeal of both the state and local gross receipts tax.
· An increase in the “prize fee” collected from winners from 3% to 5%.
· The easing of restrictions on commercial lessors, i.e., repealed an earlier restriction that a group could only play at a commercial hall only if their facilities were not adequate or suitable for bingo games.
· Allowing grandfathered lessors to move to another location whether or not their old location became unavailable due to circumstances beyond their control.
· Repealing the limit established June 10, 1989, that grandfathered lessors can lease to.
· Removed the $1,500 prize limit on instant bingo (pull-tabs).
· A set of administrative penalties providing for fines was established.
· Allows a commercial lessor that is a sole proprietorship to incorporate and transfer its license to the corporation.
· November 9, 1993, the Governor appoints the first Texas Lottery Commission members.
Calendar Year 1994

· January 1, 1994, the Texas Lottery Commission's Executive Director, appoints a special task force of Commission employee's to coordinate the transfer of Charitable Bingo from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission to the Texas Lottery Commission.
· February 17, 1994, Texas Lottery Commission receives preliminary recommendations on organizational structure and staffing needs from the Bingo Transition Task Force.
· January - March 1994, the Texas Lottery Commission Bingo Transition Task Force meets with representatives of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission to begin the process of transferring the regulation of Charitable Bingo.  Additionally, task force members conduct a study of the administration of charitable gaming activities in other states to insure that Charitable Bingo is administered as efficiently as possible in Texas.
· March 10, 1994, TABC sends notification to all holders of an annual license informing the licensee of the transfer of Charitable Bingo to the Texas Lottery Commission effective April 1, 1994.  The notification also informs the licensees that applications for a temporary license must be submitted 30 days in advance of the game.
· March 25, 1994, Texas Lottery Commission reviews transition agreement and related interagency contracts and approves the execution of those documents by the Executive Director of the TLC.
· April 1, 1994, the administration of Charitable Bingo is transferred from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission to the Texas Lottery Commission.
· April 1, 1994, all licensing functions are moved to Austin.
· May 18, 1994, representatives of the Texas Lottery Commission meet with licensed distributors to discuss issues relating to Charitable Bingo.
· May 26, 1994, representatives of the Texas Lottery Commission meet with licensed manufacturers to discuss issues relating to Charitable Bingo.
· June 1994, the first issue of the “Bingo Bulletin”, a publication intended to keep all Charitable Bingo licensees informed of current events affecting the industry, is mailed out.
· June 22, 1994, the Texas Lottery Commission participates in the first of many Charitable Bingo seminars to the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Other groups who receive presentation included:  the American Legion, the Elks and LULAC.
· July 1994, the Audit Division begins their "Books and Records Review" program for all bingo licensees.  These reviews are educational in nature, with the overall goal of training the members of charitable organizations in the proper method of establishing and maintaining Bingo-related accounting records.
· September 1994, the Texas Lottery Commission offers partial payment agreements to organizations with outstanding taxes and/or fees.
· November 1994, the Texas Lottery Commission mails notification to approximately 1,000 churches, 2,000 school districts and 6,000 schools regarding the 30-day filing requirement associated with temporary licenses.
Calendar Year 1995

· January 1995, the Texas Lottery Commission sends out a "Special Edition" of the "Bingo Bulletin" requesting nominations for the Bingo Advisory Committee.
· February 1995, the Texas Lottery Commission sends out posters to all charities conducting Charitable Bingo.  These posters are meant to serve as a marketing tool to help charities better promote their games.
· March 20, 1995, staff from the Texas Lottery Commission meet with representatives of licensed distributors and manufacturers to finalize requirements regarding the TLC seal on bingo products.
· March 25, 1995, the nine members of the newly created Bingo Advisory Committee are appointed by the Texas Lottery Commission.
· April 24, 1995, the Bingo Advisory Committee holds its first organizational meeting at the Texas Lottery Commission.
· September 1, 1995, amendments to the Bingo Enabling Act that had been adopted by H.B. 3021 during the 74th Legislature go into effect.  Those amendments included:
· Reduces the number of years a "religious society" must be in existence within Texas from ten years to eight years.
· Provides for the use of "electronic or mechanical cardminding devices" and "pull-tab or instant bingo dispensers" by organizations licensed to conduct Charitable Bingo.  Requires the toll-free "800" number of the Texas Council on Problem and Compulsive Gambling to be displayed on these machines.
· Allows organizations licensed to conduct Charitable Bingo to lease bingo equipment from licensed distributors.  Repeals the section of the Act that required organizations to use equipment they own.
· Provides that bingo may be played using a pull-tab.
· Required that no more than 30 percent of sales from a bingo occasion be from cardminding devices.
· Set the price of pull-tabs at no more than a $1 and limited the number of pull-tab dispensers at any bingo premise to five.
· Provided for the issuance of a temporary authorization after certain conditions had been met.
· Allows a commercial lessor who is incorporated to transfer it's lessor's license to another corporation owned by the lessor.
· Creates a new class of licensee to be known as a System Service Provider.  A System Service Provider is intended to provide "automated bingo services" to organizations licensed to conduct Charitable Bingo.
· Amended the frequency and times that organizations can conduct Charitable Bingo games.
· December 1995, the Audit Services Division is merged into the Charitable Bingo Operations Division.
Calendar Year 1996

· March 30, 1996, rules relating to the testing and use of card-minding devices and pull-tab dispensers adopted by the Texas Lottery Commission.
· April 1996, conductor and lessor applications no longer need to be notarized.
· April 23, 1996, card-minding devices and pull-tab dispensers submitted to the TLC for testing.
· July 18, 1996, the first pull-tab dispensers submitted for testing found to be in compliance with agency rules and approved for sale.
· August 14, 1996, the first card-minding devices submitted for testing found to be in compliance with agency rules and approved for sale.
· August 30, 1996, the Senate Interim Committee on Charitable Bingo issues its interim report for consideration by the 75th legislature.
Calendar Year 1997

· August 7, 1997, pre-licensing interviews are moved to the regional offices.  Organizations are given the choice of attending a pre-licensing interview in Austin or one of the four regional offices.
· August 1997, the Charitable Bingo Division conducts its first advertising campaign on behalf of bingo.  With the use of limited funds, direct mail, billboard and newspaper ads promote a toll-free number the public can call to find the hall nearest them.
· October 1, 1997, amendments to the Bingo Enabling Act that had been adopted by H.B. 2086 during the 75th Legislature go into effect.  Those amendments included:
· Definitions for “instant, or pull-tab, bingo,” “licensed authorized organization,” primary business office,” and “location.”
· Raising the prize amount for a single game to $750.
· Authorization of raffles during a bingo occasion.
· Inclusion of prize amounts in advertisements sponsored by charities or the Commission.
· Authorization of door prizes not to exceed a value of more than $250.
· Changes to the calculation determining the number of card-minding devices offered for sale from 30% of sales at an occasion to 40% of the average attendance during the previous two quarters.
· Outlined what documentation is adequate evidence of the validity of an organizations tax exempt status, i.e., 501(c).
· A requirement that organizations that hold a license to conduct Charitable Bingo and a license to lease bingo premises conduct bingo at the same location they lease.
· A requirement that applicants for a license to lease bingo premises submit proof of financial responsibility with their application.
· The prohibition of a foreign corporation or a publicly traded corporation from holding a lessor’s license.
· A prohibition against more than one bingo location being located under a common roof or over a common foundation.
· A requirement that the Bingo Advisory Committee contain a representative from the System Service Provider license class.
· A reduction in amendment fees from $25 to $10 and allows organizations to submit changes for time or day via telephone or fax.
· A change making the Director of Bingo Operations report directly to the Commission.
· A deduction for the Cost of Goods Sold from adjusted gross receipts in the 35% minimum charitable distribution requirement and striking rental income from the 35% formula.
· A requirement for certain persons associated with organizations conducting Charitable Bingo to attend a training program approved by the Commission.
· A requirement that renewal applications be no more that two pages in length.
· November 1997, the pull-tab artwork approval process is moved from the Marketing Division to the Bingo Division.
· December 1997, the Audit Section of the Charitable Bingo Division assumes the responsibility for conducting site inspections on original licensees.
Calendar Year 1998

· February 1998, revised two-page renewal application goes into production.  First renewal period covered is April 1-15, 1998.
· March 1998, revised applications for a Temporary License to Conduct Bingo go into production.  The revised applications allow an organization to apply for up to six occasions on one application.
· August 1998, first pull-tabs utilizing symbols other than those related to a bingo play style approved.
· October 21, 1998, Charitable Bingo logo approved.

Calendar Year 1999

· June 30, 1999, Charitable Bingo enters Cyberspace.  The Charitable Bingo page on the Texas Lottery Commission Web site contains useful information for licensees and a bingo hall locator.
· September 1999, the revised Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules and recodified Bingo Enabling Act were issued.
· September 1999, Revised Audit Forms Manuals were mailed to Conductors and Lessors.
· September 1999, Legislation Appropriation included funding for a new computer system to replace the current Charitable Bingo Systems (CBS).
· September 1999, 25% license fee increase took effect to help pay for the new computer system.
Calendar Year 2000

· March 2000, the Audit Section begins conducting assessment and assistance inspections at bingo halls throughout the State of Texas.  The inspections are performed to verify that licensed organizations are conducting bingo occasions in compliance with the Bingo Enabling Act and Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules.
· March 2000, the first Charitable Bingo Operator Training Program Classes are held in Austin, Dallas, Houston, San Antonio, and Odessa.
· November 2000, the Commission received teleconferencing equipment for headquarters and each regional office to be used for meetings and classes.  This equipment will allow the regional offices to participate in meetings and classes that were previously unavailable to them without traveling to Austin.
· November 2000, the Charitable Bingo Division begins the rules review process to identify rules that need to be revised or written.
Calendar Year 2001

· January 2001, the Audit Section begins conducting compliance reviews.  They will be performed to verify that Charitable Bingo conductors are complying with the requirements of the Bingo Enabling Act and Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules.  The review includes examining the organization’s financial records and meeting with members of the organization to discuss their bingo operation and their use of charitable funds.
· February 2001, all applications, schedules and forms for licensing, forms for audit and recordkeeping, and quarterly reports were made available on the Web site.
· August 2001, the Texas Lottery Commission and the Charitable Bingo Operations Division prepared and submitted the agency’s Self Evaluation Report to the Sunset Commission to begin the sunset review process.
Calendar Year 2002

· March 2002, Automated Audit Forms Manual was made available on the Web site.  This was done to provide good customer service and make it easier for licensed authorized organizations to maintain bingo records.
· April 2002, the Charitable Bingo Operations Division assumes full responsibility for the testing of pull tab bingo tickets for approval to be sold in Texas.
· May 2002, Charitable Bingo celebrates 20 years in Texas.
· September 2002, the Charitable Bingo Operations Division approved 34 new pull-tab bingo games for sale in Texas.  The new games included a variety of different styles of play as authorized by Charitable Bingo Administrative Rule 402.300.  Included in the games approved was a style of play called event ticket.
Calendar 2003
· September 1, 2003, amendments to the Bingo Enabling Act that had been adopted by H. B. 2519 during the 78th Legislature go into effect. Those amendments include:
· Reclassifies bingo balls as bingo equipment.
· Authorizes the Commission to issue an “Advisory Opinion” upon request for clarification of a compliance question.
· Allows twelve (12) temporary licenses per year.
· Allows an applicant for a license or renewal of a license the ability to pay for two (2) years by paying an amount equal to two (2) times the amount of the annual license fee plus $25.00.
· Allows for emergency licensing changes in the event of a charity ceasing to conduct bingo at their licensed location or if the lease at that bingo location is terminated.
· Prohibits the Commission from issuing a commercial lessor license to an individual who proposes to: (a) lease premises to a single licensed authorized organization that subleases or will sublease the premises to one or more other licensed authorized organizations for the conduct of bingo; or (b) lease premises for the total control and exclusive use of only one licensed authorized organization as that organization’s primary business office only if there is not a licensed commercial lessor whose premises is located in the county in which an applicant proposes to locate a bingo premises.  NOTE: This subsection expired September 1, 2005.
· Requires each sale or lease of bingo supplies or equipment to a license holder be on terms of immediate payment or on terms requiring payment not later than the 30th day after the date of actual delivery.
· Authorizes a Registry of Approved Bingo Workers and requires that all bingo workers be issued and wear an Identification Card for Approved Bingo Workers while conducting bingo.
· Allows for joint employment of employees at a common location whereby a worker representing multiple organizations would be issued one check versus several checks for work performed.
· Allows a commercial lessor to advertise bingo.
· Allows the use of gift certificates to play a bingo game, including instant bingo.  Includes the cost of printing gift certificates as an authorized expense.
· Allows two or more organizations who play at the same location to form a unit, which allows the charities to share revenues, expenses, and bingo inventory.  Each member of the unit will deposit into the unit’s bingo account all funds derived from the conduct of bingo, less the amount awarded as cash prizes and shall pay all authorized expenses from the unit’s account.  It further allows the unit to file a single bingo quarterly report with the Commission.
· Allows the use of “Debit Cards” and for the transaction fees to be considered an authorized expense.
· Allows the attendance to a bingo seminar as an authorized expense.
· Clarifies the meaning of “Use of Net Proceeds for Charitable Purposes” to be consistent with the federal tax exemption that the organization qualifies for as a nonprofit organization as defined by Section 2001.002.
· Changes the due date for payment and reporting tax or fee to the 25th of the month following the end of the quarter for conductors and lessors.
· Repeals Section 2001.409(b) which restricts the use of card-minding devises (40% rule).
· Repeals Section 2001.417(b) which required the bingo license holder to post the toll-free number operated by the Texas Council on Problem and Compulsive Gambling.
Calendar Year 2004

· January 1, 2004, bingo equipment is exempt from state sales tax on bingo supplies and equipment that meet certain criteria. 
· May 2004 the Charitable Bingo Web site was graphically redesigned and the contents and links reorganized.

· May 27, 2004 the Commission adopted five new and/or amended Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules:

· § 402.535 Debit Card Transaction (New Rule)—Defines a debit card transaction and identifies the records relating to debit card transactions that organizations must maintain in order to ensure compliance with the Bingo Enabling Act.
· § 402.567 Bingo Advisory Committee (Amended Rule)—Changes the date the Bingo Advisory Committee will automatically abolish and cease to exist from March 6, 2004, to August 31, 2005, unless the Commission affirmatively votes to continue the Bingo Advisory Committee in existence.
· § 402.598 Use of Proceeds (New Rule)—Provides uniform guidance to licensed authorized organization regarding their use of proceeds.  Identifies the records relating to the organization’s charitable purpose, which must be maintained by each organization and the information related to their organization’s charitable purpose, which must be submitted when an organization applies for a license to conduct Bingo.  Requires an organization’s use of proceeds be consistent with the organization’s charitable purpose.
· § 402.601 Unit Manager (New Rule)—Identifies the process by which a person may become a unit manager, including the steps necessary to properly notify the Commission, the bond requirements of a unit manager, and the annual license fee for a unit manager.
· § 402.602 Unit Accounting (New Rule)—Defines certain terms used in connection with unit accounting, provides notification and identification requirements to notify the Commission which licensed authorized organizations are operating as a unit, identifies the appropriate use of bingo proceeds by a unit, identifies the types of transactions involving bingo equipment and supplies in which a unit may engage, and the recordkeeping requirements of each account.
Calendar Year 2005

· January 1, 2005, “Texas Bingo Quarterly Report” and “Automated Forms Manual” revised in both Adobe and Excel formats and made available on the Web site.

· January 1, 2005, “Texas Bingo Unit Members Quarterly Report” completed in Adobe and Excel formats and made available on the Web site.

· March 21, 2005, The Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules are renumbered and reorganized into seven subchapters with numbers that mirror the subchapter.

· April 13, 2005, The “Headlines” feature added to the Web site providing the public and licensees access to current news articles relating to Charitable Bingo.

· May 2, 2005, a graphic is added to the Web site tracking the progress to $1 billion in charitable distributions.

· May 4 2005, A “Media Guide” is developed and posted to the Web site providing licensees with information on how to deal with the media and get the best coverage for their organizations bingo games.
· May 10, 2005, Bingo Advisory Committee Work Plan adopted.
· September 1, 2005, Bingo Services Center and  State Wide Reports made available on the Web site.
· September 8, 2005 Bingo Hall Locator made available on the Web site.
· October 2005 “Bingo for Beginners” made available on the Web site.

· November 17, 2005, The Bingo Operations Manual is posted on the Web site providing the public and licensees with a handbook of important information relating to the conduct of Charitable Bingo.
· November 2005 new bingo telephone menus placed in service.

· December 13, 2005, sixty interactive forms are available to the public and licensees on the Web site.

Calendar Year 2006

· First Quarter 2006 Electronic Filing of Quarterly Reports Available for Conductors, Conductor/Lessors, and Accounting Units
· March 2006 “Net Allocation Payments” and “Active Organization” reports published on the Web site in the “Statewide Financial Reports” section.

· April 2006 Articles relative to bingo are located on the Intranet in the charitable bingo section under “Bingo Reference Articles.”

· April 2006 BAC Work Plan for 2006 completed

· April 5, 2006 the Commission adopted two new Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules related to administrative penalties:

· § 402.706 Standard Administrative Penalty Guideline—Provides guidance for applying administrative penalties to persons that violate the Bingo Enabling Act and/or Charitable Bingo Administrative Rules.

· § 402.707 Expedited Administrative Penalty Guideline—Provides an alternative disciplinary procedure for certain violation of the Bingo Enabling Act and/or Charitable bingo Administrative Rules which allows for the expeditious resolution of certain cases.
· June 2006 “Charitable Bingo Operations Division 2005 Annual Report” published on the Web site.

· June 2006, 66 interactive bingo forms have been added to the Web site.

· July 2006 Bingo Public Service Announcements related to charitable bingo prizes, charitable distributions, and sources for information in video and audio only formats made available on the Web site in both English and Spanish.

· September 2006 First Anniversary of the Bingo Services Center

· August 2006 Audio file added to license application “To Amend License to Conduct Bingo Amending Day/Times Only.”

· August 2006 posters to remind registered worker to keep their registration current mailed to all licensed playing locations.

· August 2006 Internal Audit completed a review of Charitable Bingo Regulation – Audit Services.

· August 2006, 67 interactive forms are on the Charitable Bingo Operations Web site.

· September 2006, audio file added to license application “Temporary License to Conduct Charitable Bingo – Annual License Holder.

· September 2006, the Commission approves the Regulatory Objective and Audit Services Charter for the Audit Services Department of the Charitable Bingo Operations Division.

· From 1982 through 3rd quarter 2006, charitable distributions from the conduct of bingo across Texas exceeds $828 million.

Calendar Year 2007
· Charitable bingo website redesigned
· New website feature allows licensees to request copy of annual renewal application

· May 16, 2007-Philip D. Sanderson appointed as Charitable Bingo Executive Director

· June 11, 2007-“search function” added to the CBOD website to help licensees quickly find information, forms and applications

· “Recently Approved Bingo Pulltab section” added to CBOD website to help highlight exciting new pulltab games to players and licensees

· Bingo Services Center and Statewide Financial Reports links added to CBOW website to make a variety of bingo reports available to the public and help decrease the number of formal open records requests process by TLC

· 71 interactive bingo forms now available to licensees on the charitable bingo website

· AR 402.101-Definitions—amended to be effective September 13, 2007

· AR 402.204-Prohibited Price Fixing---adopted to be effective July 17, 2007

· AR 402.300-Pull-Tab Bingo---amended to be effective July 17, 2007

· AR 402.505-Permissible Expenses---adopted to be effective May 10, 2007

· AR 402.603-Bond or Other Security---adopted to be effective May 10, 2007
· AR 402.708-Dispute Resolution---adopted to be effective October 14, 2007

· AR 402.715-Compliance Audit---adopted to be effective October 14, 2007

· October 1, 2007— CBOD organization structure revised to show Audit Section as a direct report to Bingo Director.


Calendar Year 2008
· June 2008—Bingo Training Program offered on-line to licensees for first time.

· June 2008---2007 Bingo Annual Report published on-line
· June 2008---2007 Bingo Advisory Committee Annual Report published on-line

· September 30th---Pre-Licensing Interview On-line training available on CBOD website

· AR 402.200-General Restrictions on the Conduct of Bingo---amended to be effective  November 19, 2008
· AR 402.205-Unit Agreements---adopted to be effective November 19, 2008

· AR 402.210-House Rules---adopted to be effective May 20, 2008

· AR 402.442-Amendment to a Commercial Lessor License---adopted to be effective November 19, 2008

· AR 402.500- General Records Requirements---adopted to be effective April 15, 2008

· AR 402-506-Disbursement Records Requirements---adopted to be effective April 15, 2008

· AR 402.511-Required Inventory Records---adopted to be effective April 15, 2008

· AR 402.709-Corrective Action---adopted to be effective March 13, 2008

Calendar Year 2009
· July 1, 2009-Phil Sanderson named Secretary of the North American Gaming Regulatory Association

· July 19, 2009-House Bill 1474/81st Legislative session (extensive revision to Charitable Bingo) signed by Governor Perry. HB1474 effective October 1, 2009
· 2009-Highest Gross Receipts ever for Charitable Bingo

· Bingo Enabling Act revised October 1, 2009 due to passage of HB 1474
· October 2009-Bingo Training on-line training platform moved on Moodle software

· AR 402.406---Bingo Chairperson---amended to be effective December 9, 2009
· AR 402.410---Amendment of a License-General Provisions---adopted to be effective February 10, 2009 

· AR 402.412-Signature Requirements---adopted to be effective March 16, 2009

· AR 402.420-Qualifications and Requirements for Conductor’s License---adopted to be effective December 9, 2009

· AR 402.422-Amendment ti a Regular License to Conduct Charitable Bingo---amended to be effective January 28, 2010

· AR 402.424-Amendment of a License by Telephone or Facsimile---adopted to be effective March 16, 2009

· AR 402.604 Delinquent Purchaser---adopted to be effective February 10, 2009

Calendar Year 2010
· Revisions to CBOD applications, forms, operating procedures and administrative rules due to impact of HB 1474
· Effective the first quarter of 2010, the Texas Bingo Quarterly Report changed for both licensed authorized organizations and commercial lessors. Reporting changes were necessary as a result of HB 1474, which established operating capital limits, changed the method of calculating charitable distributions and allowed for property taxes, utility expenses and insurance premiums to be paid to the commercial lessor. 
· February-August---Audit of CBOD by State Auditor’s Office
· AR 402.101- Advisory Opinions—amended to be effective July 5, 2010

· AR 402.102-Bingo Advisory Committee---amended to be effective January 28, 2010
· AR 402.103-Training Program---amended to be effective January 28, 2010

· AR 402.201-Prohibited Bingo Occasion---amended to be effective March 9, 2010

· AR 402.202-Transfer of Funds---adopted to be effective May 2, 2010

· AR 402.203-Unit Accounting---amended to be effective March 9, 2010
· AR 402.212- Promotional Bingo---adopted to be effective March 9, 2010

· AR 402.400-General Licensing Provisions---amended to be effective May 2, 2010

· AR 402.401-Temporary License---amended to be effective March 9, 2010
· AR 402.402-Registry of Bingo Workers---amended to be effective March 9, 2010

· AR 402.403-License for Conduct of Bingo Occasions and to Lease Bingo Premises---amended to be effective May 2, 2010

· AR 402.404-License Fees---amended to be effective May 2, 2010

· AR 402.405-Temporary Authorization---amended to be effective March 9, 2010

· AR 402.408-Designation of Members---adopted to be effective May 2, 2010

· AR 402.409-Amendment for Change of Premises or Occasions Due to Lease Termination or Abandonment---amended to be effective January 28, 2010

· AR 402.411-Late License Renewal---adopted to be effective January 28, 2010

· AR 402.450-Request for Waiver---adopted to be effective July 5, 2010
· AR 402.451-Operating Capital---adopted to be effective July 5, 2010

· AR 402.452-Net Proceeds---adopted to be effective July 5, 2010

· AR 402.453-Request for Operating Capital Increase---adopted to be effective July 5, 2010

· AR 402.506-Disbursement Records Requirements---amended to be effective July 5, 2010

· AR 402.514-Electronic Funds Transfers---adopted to be effective July 5, 2010

· AR 402.600-Bingo Reports---amended to be effective July 5, 2010
· 2010 Bingo Annual Report was published ???
· 2010-Highest Gross Receipts ever for Charitable Bingo since the game was legalized in 1981. 
· August 24, 2010-Phil Sanderson elected as president of NAGRA
Calendar Year 2011

· January 1, 2011, the interest rate on delinquent tax (prize fee and rental tax) is 4.25 percent (0.0425) per annum.

· AR 402.203-Unit Accounting – amended to be effective April 24, 2011

· AR 402.205-Unit Agreements – amended to be effective April 24, 2011

· AR 402.501-Charitable Use of Net Proceeds – amended to be effective April 24, 2011

· AR 402.604-Delinquent Purchaser – amended to be effective April 24, 2011

· New Rule 402.110-Temporary Increase in License Fees – no action taken at the 08/10/11 commission meeting, will die in 180 days for no action.
· 402.703- Books and Records Inspection - Repealed effective
· 402.704-Tax Review Inspection – Repealed effective

· 402.715-Compliance Audit – Repealed effective 
· August 10, 2011 – commissioners did not take action to continue BAC
· September 1, 2011 - the impact of the state’s revenue shortfall for the upcoming biennium on the Charitable Bingo Operations Division is significant. Approximately 85 percent of the CBOD’s appropriation consists of the statutorily required allocation of bingo prize fees to counties and cities. This is strictly an appropriation of pass-through funds. In order to meet the 5 percent budget reduction, the administrative portion of the CBOD’s appropriation was reduced by 27 percent and includes a decrease of 12 full-time equivalent staff members. The impact of this reduction will be substantial, resulting in reduced frequency of inspections and audits, as well as a lengthened processing time for license applications. Besides the reduction of positions within the division, the CBOD is making additional operational cost cuts. Some of the reduced operational costs include:
· Reducing travel associated with compliance audits. Organizations may be required to deliver copies of all requested documents to the field office in their region or to the Austin office. In addition, all audit conferences would be held at the regional office or Austin locations. 

· Due to a lack of travel funds, all on-site Bingo Training Courses will be held in Austin. 

· Where possible to reduce the postage expenses, correspondence and Letters of Authority to conduct bingo will be sent via email. 

· Providing information and forms previously mailed to the organizations through new reports and downloadable forms available through the on-line Bingo Services Center. Blank Texas Bingo Quarterly Reports, Operating Capital Limit Notices, Required Charitable Distribution Amounts, Renewal Warning Letters and Renewal Applications are all being considered. 

· Eliminating special mailings and notices. Instead, an E-mail Updates Subscription Service that licensees and the general public can subscribe to through our website has been developed. Notice of administrative rule changes, the Bingo Bulletin, new reports available and other significant information can be timely distributed to all interested persons.

· September 1, 2011 - Senate Bill 1342 by Sen. Kel Seliger. Bill relates to the use of bingo proceeds by licensed authorized organizations, including the use of proceeds to provide health insurance or health insurance benefits to certain employees. 

• The bill clarifies Bingo Enabling Act Section 2001.458 (Items of Expense) to include fees for bingo chair​persons, operators, managers, salespersons in addition to callers, cashiers, ushers, janitorial services, and utility supplies and services. 

• The bill expands the authorized items of expense to include health insurance or health insurance benefits bingo chairpersons, operators, managers, salespersons, callers, cashiers, and ushers. The value of the health insurance or health insurance benefits provided by a licensed authorized organization to an employee may not exceed 50 percent of the total premium owed. If an employee works for multiple licensed organiza​tions, the combined value of the health insurance or health insurance benefits provided to the employee may not exceed 50 percent of the total premium owed.

· September 1, 2011 - House Bill 2728 by Rep. Senfronia Thompson. This bill relates to the operation and regulation of charitable bingo. 

• The bill further clarifies the term “Crime of moral turpitude” in Bingo Enabling Act Section 2001.002(8-a). 

• The bill further clarifies the requirements and conditions for a transfer of a commercial lessor license per​mitted in Bingo Enabling Act Section 2001.160. 

• The bill clarifies the Commission’s ability to revoke or suspend a license under the Bingo Enabling Act or an applicable Commission rule. 
· AR 402.703-Books and Records Inspection - repealed December 15, 2011

· AR 402.704-Tax Review Inspection – repealed December 15, 2011

· AR 402.715-Compliance Audit – repealed December 15, 2011
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