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ODESSA SCRATCH-OFF WINNER ALL SMILES 
 

 

(AUSTIN) – Don L. Elliott of Odessa has no need to say “cheese,” 

because he now has 500,000 reasons to smile. After claiming the third of five top 

prizes in the Texas Lottery® scratch-off game Top Prize $500,000, he’ll receive 

$50,000 per year for 10 years, but he almost missed out on the winning ticket. 

Elliott originally asked for his favorite $1 game, Find the 9’s, but the Kent 

Kwik #203 located at 4203 N. Grandview Ave. in Odessa, had already sold out. 

Elliott bought some Top Prize $500,000 tickets instead. He went home and 

started scratching. After finding prizes of $2 on one ticket, $1 on another ticket, 

and nothing on a third, he discovered the big prize. 

 “I went in to the store and told them I won $500,000, but the girl behind 

the counter told me to get out. She didn’t believe me,” said Elliott. “When I 
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showed her, she asked to take my picture. She said she never sold a winning 

ticket like that before.” 

Still, Elliott says he’s not done winning. He enjoys playing scratch-offs, 

and even plays Mega Millions® when the jackpots get high enough. 

“Although many of our players develop a certain loyalty to one or two 

games, it appears that a change of pace paid off for Mr. Elliott,” said Texas 

Lottery Commission Executive Director Anthony J. Sadberry. “Since this prize 

pays out over time, he’ll enjoy the fun of winning for years to come.” 

Both tonight’s Lotto Texas® and Friday’s Mega Millions jackpots are 

estimated to be worth $16 million. Tomorrow’s Texas Two Step® jackpot is 

worth $350,000. 

For more information about the Texas Lottery, please visit the official 

Web site at http://www.txlottery.org.  

… 

 

The Texas Lottery supports Texas education. 

 

Note to Editors: A .jpeg photograph of Don Elliott is available by request from Robyn Smith at 

Robyn.Smith@lottery.state.tx.us or (512)344-5477. 
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