
There are a lot of misconceptions floating around out there  
about how the Texas Lottery operates and what it does with its 
profits. For example, we sometimes hear and read statements 
such as “The lottery keeps on selling scratch-off tickets after the 
top prizes are claimed.” Or “The money from Texas Lottery sales 
doesn’t go to education.”

Both statements are false. The Texas Lottery starts game closing 
procedures as soon as we learn all top prizes in a game have been 
claimed. And many people don’t know that since 1997, all Texas 
Lottery net proceeds have been sent directly to the state’s Foundation 
School Fund. That’s more than $11 billion to support Texas education. 

Of that total, nearly $1 billion ($983.1 million) was contributed in 
fiscal year 2008.

To set the facts straight, the Texas Lottery added a “Myth Busters” 
feature to its Web site in February. 

“Our goal is to dispel these myths and keep the public as accurately 
informed as we can,” said Texas Lottery 
Operations Division Director Michael Anger. 
“Having Myth Busters on our Web site is 
just one more way to make sure correct 
information is readily available to our players.”

The Myth Busters feature complements our 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page, 

which provides more detailed answers 
to the general questions that we receive 
from the public, players and retailers. 

Myth Busters will be updated 
periodically, as needed. You can find 
links to Myth Busters and to our FAQ 
page from our home page at www.
txlottery.org. Happy myth busting!
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Fact or Fiction? True or False?

Might Have The Answer!



The ”Ides of March” (March 15) may not have turned out too well for Julius Caesar, 
but the day had a much happier ending for Robert Lee Charles of Runge. He won 
$50,000, the top prize in Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas, from the Texas Lottery.

“March 15 was my lucky day,” Charles said. “I don’t play very often, but I was at 
Jimbo’s and I thought I’d take a chance on this ticket. All I did was point at it.”

Charles took his ticket home, where he discovered his good fortune.

“I slept with the ticket in my hand that night,” he said. “When I tossed and turned, 
and I did that a lot, I would look at the ticket and say, ‘$50,000.’”

Charles said he’ll use his prize to get his boat out of the 
repair shop.

“I’m going to pick it up this week,” he said. “I’ll probably 
save the rest of the prize money for a rainy day. Pretty 

soon, though, I’ll be out on the boat in Port Lavaca or 
Port O’Connor.”

Charles bought his ticket at Jimbo’s Drive 
Inn, located at 809 West Main in Kenedy. 

Jimbo’s has sold at least two other 
$50,000 top-prize tickets before this 
one, as well as numerous others  
with prizes ranging from $1,000  
to $25,000.

Esperanza Farias of Elsa believes some things are meant to be, whether  
you call them heaven-sent, synchronicity, or just being in the right place at  
the right time.

In March, Farias stopped at the El Tigre Food Store #7, located at 1342  
E. Highway 107 in La Blanca, to buy some Weekly Grand tickets. “I was the  
next customer for Weekly Grand tickets after a man bought the last one in the 
case, which won him $50. After that, he didn’t want to buy any other tickets 
because he won that prize.”

The store clerk, who had sold lottery tickets to her 
before, kidded her that he would “debut” a new pack 
just for her. 

“I bought the first two tickets in the new pack,” 
Farias said. “One of those had the grand prize.”

The synchronistic part of this win, Farias 
believes, involves the number “16,” which 
she thinks played a prominent role in 
helping her win the prize. Recently 
widowed, Farias said her husband died 
on January 16. He was born in 1916. 
She bought the ticket on March 16.

The new winner said she plans to use 
her prize money, $1,040,000 before 
taxes, to help her son, Joel, with 
whom she lives, finish remodeling his 
home. She also plans to help out her 
other children. Farias has five sons 
and two daughters.
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After less than six months on the market, the Texas Ranger Limited Edition Silver 
Series scratch-off awarded its last instant-win motorcycle on March 6. Maxey 
Ware of Westbrook purchased his winning ticket at the Just Stop located at 
5889 W. Interstate Highway 20 in Colorado City. His 
claim leaves one remaining Texas Ranger Limited 
Edition Silver Series motorcycle available to be 
won in a second-chance drawing on April 28.

Only 100 of the motorcycles, commissioned by 
the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum in 
Waco and designed by LDT Customs, Inc. of 
Vanderpool, will be produced.

Each motorcycle winner’s name 
will be engraved on a plaque to 
be permanently displayed at the 
Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Waco. Winners also 
receive a five-year family pass to 
the museum and a certificate 
signed by an active duty or 
distinguished retired Captain 
of the Texas Rangers.

Scratch-Offs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $299,471,014
Pick 3™ .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$25,913,224
Daily 4™  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,517,064
cash five®  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5,507,091
Texas Two Step®  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5,915,410
Lotto Texas® .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,751,109
mega millions®  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$9,147,025

in february/march 2009

ToTal: $353,221,937
NOTICE: Game closing procedures may be initiated for documented business reasons. These games 
may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. Game closing procedures will be initiated when all 
top prizes have been claimed. During closing, games may be sold even after all top prizes have been 
claimed. For current information on prizes remaining in a scratch-off game, call 1-800-37-LOTTO. 
Must be 18 years of age or older to purchase a Texas Lottery ticket. The number of prizes in a game 
is approximate based on the number of tickets ordered. The number of actual prizes available in a 
game may vary based on number of tickets manufactured, testing, distribution, sales and number 
of prizes claimed.

See your local Texas Lottery retailer for more details or visit the Texas Lottery 
Commission’s Web site at www.txlottery.org.

Drawing results are available right 
after the Day and Night draws at 

www.txlottery.org

 
Webcast link on www.txlottery.org

Watch live streaming video of Lotto Texas  
Wednesdays and Saturdays at  

10:12 Pm cT, and see past drawings  
through our “on demand” feature .

Do you think you’ve won?

Please call 1-800-37-LOTTO  
prior to traveling to Austin for processing.

If you believe you are holding any of the following:

• a possible Lotto Texas® or Mega Millions® jackpot ticket 
• a possible winning on-line ticket valued at over $1 million  
• a possible winning instant ticket paid as an annuity 
• a possible winning instant ticket valued at over $1 million



Region 3
Sarah  

Wikstrom
 Livingston 

 Dazzlin’ Diamond 7’S
 $70,000

Mary  
Clayton

 Corpus Christi
 Bonus Cashword

 $5,000

Gerald  
Patterson

 Houston
 Aladdin’s Lamp

 $3,000

Chufran H.  
Abidi

 Houston
 Jumbo Bucks II

 $20,000

Michael  
Dinwiddie
 Pineville, La

 Bonus Break The Bank
 $75,000

Rosa Linda  
Rodriguez

 Eagle Pass
 Lotto Texas

 $2,215

Juan A.  
Guzman

 Alton
 Loteria Texas

 $3,000

Kristy  
Guyer
 El Campo

 Texas $50 Million Club
 $1,000

Region 1
Sara  

Shumate
 Throckmorton

 Monthly Bonus
 $20,000

Thu Lee  
Paw

 Amarillo
 Hot Hand
 $5,000

Craig  
Love
 Elgin

 Daily 4™

 $2,503

Doyle  
Melton
 El Paso

 Boot Scootin’ Bucks
 $1,000

David  
Arguellez
 Brownfield

 Loteria Texas®

 $3,000

Keagan  
Duncan
 Odessa

 Mega Millions®

 $10,002

Norma  
Villarreal 

Pearsall 
3’s A Charm 

$1,000

Phyllis  
Upchurch 
San Antonio 

Daily 4 
$3,100

Region 2
Gary  

Warren
 Garland

Welcome to Fabulous 
 Las Vegas
 $50,000

Denise  
King

 Gainesville
 $50 Million Club

 $2,000

Yolanda  
Williams

 Dallas
 Break The Bank

 $3,000

Clarence  
Nelson
 Haslet

 Texas Two Step®

 $1,309

Gabriela  
Gonzalez

 Granbury
 Stacks Of Cash

 $2,500

Nguyen  
Hoang
 Euless

 Pot O’ Gold
 $1,000

Isidro  
Aguilar
 Longview

 $130 Million Platinum Payout
 $1,000

David D.  
Roberts

 Avery
 Break The Bank

 $30,000


